Notes of the ROC Meeting

18 May 2012, Les Verrières

Members present: MH, OK, US, SK, DM, VH

RO Field auditors present: IM, LM, IK

Guests: Alain Ch., Ragne M.

The chairman welcomed those present and took notice of those excused for the meeting (JD, CN and BF). As the Secretary was not present, OK volunteered to write the notes.

1) Members: No new members, none left.

2) Finances: VH reports on the finances; there are no changes in the ROC funds.

3) CSW on Trademark fees: VH and OK presented a CSW which was discussed and unanimously decided. See attached CSW.

4) Stats: OK presents the ROC stats. Regarding publics active there is a slight upward trend, regarding course completions the numbers are much better than last period, but still on a low level. Auditing completions are less then last period. As especially the numbers of Div 6 course completions were pretty bad, this led to the next point.

5) Div 6 and Dissemination: OK reports that nothing has happend regarding the L2FY project although it is briefly before the point of going public with it. OK will take up the ball and contact Mathias about it with the goal to go public a.s.a.p. After that point there should happen a hat turnover to somebody who can be webmaster and keeps the project running. 

Another idea that was brought up is to publish a questionnaire on the org homepages which much like an OAS lets the person give data on himself and his case which could serve as an entrance point of offering a service and create interest. MH has such a questionnaire and it only needs to be translated to German and French.

There was a discussion on employing blogs to create better rankings in search machine results. The experience shows that a blog intended for Scientologists (people leaving the church, independents etc.) only leads to flame wars, 3rd party and a lot of entheta; Vitek has made this experience in the Czech Republic and stopped his blog. A blog on Div 6 level might be different. The L2FY homepage is created so that a blog and discussion forums can be incorporated. However a blog needs someone who takes care of it, so it depends probably on the future project I/C or a person he must find for it.

6) Discrimination of Scientologists in Germany: DM brought up the point of the „Schutzerklärung“ (protective declaration) or „Sektenfilter“ (sect filter), a questionnaire used in Germany by the authorities and also private enterprises to weed out Scientologists from job applicants. It also covers Freezone Scientologist and as such is unconstitutional. Somebody who is affected by this as applicant would stand a good chance to file a suit, but probably nobody is willing to do so. The ROC or another moral entity has no right to sue. So it was decided that a project is done whereby the people in charge of recommending such declarations (like governmental sect commissioners) are contacted and convinced of formulating these so that FZ Scientologists are excluded. Also an article shall be published on the ROC webpage which explains our viewpoint. DM is pjt I/C, MH, OK and Alain will support.

7) Miscellaneous: OK reports that RO Frankfurt has lost their suit about becoming a tax-exempt (common-good) association. The grounds for the verdict are not yet written. If possible RO FFM will appeal the verdict.

OK and Ragne report about the situation in Sweden. A mission was done and some interest created, also there are a few terminals willing to be involved in a RO operation. In the close future the mission will have a follow-up.

MH and Alain report about the situation in France. There is at least one delivery unit run by MEE, and a lot of potential in terms of people who are already on lines with RO Berne. Alain wants to join in and help create a bigger delivery going in Paris.

